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 Alumni Relations team brings you third issue of 
BITS ECHO. I am sure this initiative would go a long 
way in connecting, bonding and bringing us together as a 
strong community of Proud to be BITSians. The pioneering 
contributions made by BITSians reminds us of power of 
collaboration. 

 We have recently taken up an initiatives to provide 
permanent e-mails to Alumni. I am sure most of you must 
have received a mail to open an account. We are in the process 
of unfolding concrete plans to continuously engage with you 
across the globe. I am sure your support will go a long way in 
fructifying collective dreams to lift this temple of learning to 
great heights.

 The nominations for “Distinguished Alumnus Awards - 2018” are invited and can 
be submitted on or before 30th April, 2018. The details of the award, eligibility criteria and 
nomination form are available at: https://www.bitsaa.org/page/DAA2018 

Wishing the very best to all Alumnus.

Dear Alumnus,

Season’s greetings.

 Welcome to the third issue of BITS ECHO. With this 
issue, ECHO could be growing out of its infancy, gathering 
on the way a good measure of maturity and outreach. I hope 
it continues to showcase the inspirational stories to you in a 
convenient form.

 You are a powerful resource for the institute. ECHO 
seeks your valuable comments, your praises, your suggestions 
and your constructive criticisms. Keep them flowing.

 It’s a proud moment for us to welcome Mrs Sandhya
Prakash as the first woman Chairperson of BITSAA 
International. I am sure under her great leadership, and with her energy and experience, BITS 
Pilani and BITSAA will attain greater heights. I eagerly look forward to working with her entire 
team. I wish her Godspeed.

 I also take this opportunity to put on record the valuable contributions made by Jayan as 
the Chairperson of BITSAA International.

 I look forward to connecting with you at one of the events this year. BITS Pilani awaits 
your support in any form you wish to choose. Raise your hand. Your support matters.

Prof. Arya Kumar 
Dean Alumni Relations 
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73rd winter meeting 
of the WG was 

organised by BITS 
Pilani K K Birla 
Goa Campus from 
January 11th to 15th, 
2018 at Bogmallo 
Beach Resort, Goa. 
The theme of the 
workshop of this 
WG meeting was 
“Emerging Challenges 
for Resilience of 
Critical Cloud-
based Operations: 
when privacy meets 
availability”.

The main activity 
of WG 10.4 was to 
conduct in-depth 
discussions of 
important technical 
topics in the form of 
focused workshops. 
A principal theme 
since the first 
meeting has been 
the understanding 
and exposition of the 
fundamental concepts 
of dependable 
computing. Other 
major topics that have 
been the subject of 

workshops recently 
include evaluation 
of dependability 
and resiliency, 
experimental methods, 
dependable operating 
systems, and failure 
diagnosis. In addition 
to one or more 
workshops, each 
meeting also includes 
research reports that 
are presented by 
members and guests, 
and the WG business 
meeting.

73rd IFIP WG10.4 meeting and 
Workshop organized by: 
BITS Pilani K K Birla Goa 

Campus

D r. Rajiv Gupta, 
alumnus of 1976-

82 batch, visited Pilani 
campus between 4th 
and 5th April 2018 
and delivered two 
inspiring lectures 
titled “Confluence 
of Science, 
Engineering, and 
Medicine: A personal 
perspective” and 
“Future Directions in 
Imaging Technologies: 
Making the Invisible 
Visible”.  Rajiv 
Gupta is presently 
Director Ultra High 
Resolution Volume 
CT Laboratory, 
Department 
of Radiology, 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital (MGH), 
Harvard Medical 
School, Boston, USA. 
He obtained his MS 
and PhD from State 

University of New York 
during 1982 to 1987. 
After spending a year 
at University of South 
California, Rajiv spent 
the next ten years as a 
computer scientist at 
GE Global Research 
Centre at Niskayuna.

His burning desire 
to conquer the field of 
medicine drove him 
to Cornell University 
where he became a 
student during 1997 
to 2001 and obtained 
his MD. Rajiv has 
over a dozen patents 
to his credit and has 
won many laurels 
which include several 
awards from GE and 
Radiological Society 
of North America 
(RSNA) as well as 
the coveted Stanley 
Wyman award.

Lectures by Dr. Rajiv Gupta
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WIGH-2018

BITS Pilani, Dubai Campus 
triumph at EXPO Live University 

Innovation Programme

D epartment 
of Biological 

Sciences, BITS-Pilani, 
Hyderabad Campus 
organized a 10-day 
International Winter 
Institute in Global 
Health - WIGH 2018 
from January 3rd to 
13th 2018.

This unique Winter 
Institute offered an 
exciting opportunity 
to explore the intimate 
link between culture 
and health along with 
colleagues from the US 
and Bhutan. 

Participants had 
an experience of 
working with US and 

Indian experts from 
premier Institutes 
to understand the 
health challenges 
of a fast globalizing 
world in light of 
traditional culture 
and community. 
One could glimpse 
the juxtaposition of 
tradition and progress 
that characterizes 
much of the new global 
world manifested in 
one of India’s best 
tourist places.

B ITS Pilani, Dubai 
Campus clinched 

4 awards at the very 
prestigious EXPO 
Live University 
Innovation 
Programme, held 
on 29th November, 
2017. The event EXPO 
Live University 
Innovation Program-
finale pitch, as part 
of Dubai Expo 2020 
had 4 participating 
teams from BITS 
Pilani, Dubai Campus 
amongst the 21 teams 
from several other 
universities.  All 4 

participating teams 
from the Institute 
emerged victorious 
in this final round to 
qualify for the grant. 
Over 280 proposals 
were submitted to the 
EXPO Live University 
Innovation Program 
by students from 33 
universities in the 
UAE. These proposals 
were assessed equally 
by an evaluation body 
consisting of 130 
university professors 
and 24 experts from 
Expo 2020 Dubai.

Started on 7th 
February 1981 

the Blood Donation 
Camp organized 
by NSS BITS Pilani 
is one of the most 
awaited events 
organized by NSS 
in BITS Pilani. The 
event is one of its 
kind is the largest 
blood donation 
camp conducted 
by any educational 

institution in India.
NSS Blood 

Donation Camp is 
an initiative by NSS 
BITS-Pilani, Pilani 
Campus, which in 
collaboration with 
Indian Red Cross 
Society, New Delhi 
organizes this event 
each year in the 
month of Jan- Feb. 
The event always has 
been a huge success 
and in 2014 they 

were able to collect 
875 units of blood, 
maximum number of 
units ever collected 
by an educational 
institute. 

This year, Blood 
Donation Camp 
was organised on 
17-18 February 
at OLD Sac BITS 
Pilani. The camp 
was inaugurated 
Prof Souvik 

Bhattacharyya, Vice 
Chancellor, BITS 
Pilani and Dr A.K. 
Sarkar, Director 
BITS Pilani among 
other dignitaries. In 
24 hours of Blood 
Donation Camp on 
both day they were 
successfully able to 
collect 808 units of 
blood which can 
potentially be used to 
save a whopping 2424 
lives.

A chance to make a Promise of 
Life – BDC 2018
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Mr. Vijay Rao, 
Alumnus of 

1966-71 batch visited 
Pilani campus 
between 24th and 
25th March 2018 and 
delivered a talk on 
Challenges of Start-
ups in the Interface 
based on his own 
journey of Epicenter 
Technologies founded 
in early 2000s, the 
2nd largest BPO call 
center in India that 
catered to Fortune 50 
companies with 1300 
employees. Epicenter 
is a joint endeavor 
of B. N. Kalyani, 
Chairman of the USD 
2.1 Billion Kalyani 
Group, Ken Eldred, 
the co-founder of 
$ 35 Billion Ariba 
Technologies and 
Mr. Vijay Rao (Ex 
MD of AT&T Lucent, 
India). Epicenter has 
Core Competence in 
processes like Early 
Stage Collections, 
Telemarketing and 

Customer Care of 
Financial Products.

Mr. Vijay Rao 
has over 45 plus 
years of industry 
experience as CEO/
MD of MNCS like 
AT&T (GBCS) South 
Asia & Large Indian 
Corporates like 
Mafatlals, Escorts etc. 
He is currently the 
President of the AIPC 
Gurgaon Chapter; 
National Advisory 
Council member 
of Swaraj Abhiyan, 
Member of the Center 
for Judicial Reforms 
etc. Currently, he is 
actively promoting 
farmer unity to make 
farming profitable.

Talk by Vijay Rao on Challenges 
of Startups
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Tata crucible  seeks 
to bring together 

sharpest young 
corporate minds in 
India to take on the 
heat of the toughest 
business quiz in 
India. It  was started 
as a key initiative in 
2004. Over the years, 
it has generated huge 
response as a high 
quality business quiz 
in the very first year 
and has now become 
an annual event. 
In a commissioned 
research Tata Crucible 
Campus Quiz has 
been judged highest 
rated ground quiz 
by the students of 
participating colleges.

The Goa edition of 
Tata Crucible Campus 
Quiz 2018 was held 
in the first week of 
March, a total of 45 
teams battled it out in 
the city level finale for 
the top honours, held 
at the Birla Institute 
of Technology and 

Science (BITS) 
Pilani, Goa. This 
year, the theme 
of the quiz 
revolves around 
150 years of 
business to mark 
the 150th year of 
the Tata group. 
In keeping 
with tradition, 
renowned 
quizmaster 
‘Pickbrain’ Giri 

Balasubramaniam 
hosted the quiz in his 
masterful, inimitable 
style of presenting 
clever questions with 
equal humour. Sahil 
Haresh Ranchandani 
and Harsh Hegde 
from the National 
Institute of Technology 
(NIT) bagged the first 
position winning a 
cash prize of Rs. 75,000 
and will compete in 
the zonal round to 
qualify for the national 
finale. 

100+Teams from 15 
Different Universities 
participated at the 
Dubai Cruicible Event 
. The 1st Prize worth 
AED 15000 was won 
by BITS Pilani team 
comprising of Kaushik 
Rao and Tejas Kulkarni 
. Kaushik and Tejas 
will be representing 
UAE and BPDC in 
International Final 
which will    be held 
in Mumbai at the 
landmark Taj Hotel on 
14th April where they 
will fight it out for the 
top spot along side 
teams from reigning 
champions from India,  
Singapore and UK. 
The second   Runner 
Up Prize worth AED 
5000 also went to BITS 
Pilani, Dubai Campus 
Team comprising  of 
Jitesh Gurav & Shaleen 
Bengani.

Tata Crucible Campus Quiz 2018 
– Goa, Dubai Edition
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A delegation of 25 members from Hiroshima University (HU), Japan visited BITS Pilani, Pilani 
Campus under HU’s ILDP-START program during March 9-15, 2018.

The scope of this collaboration is to develop advanced human resources in order to implement 
innovative technologies in Japanese and Indian societies, to train human resources that guide 
the direction of technological development according to regional challenges, and to embed 
technological development appropriately into local society. It will provide Japanese and Indian 
students with an education package that incrementally raises their global competencies. 
Eventually a new degree program will emerge that allows for the seamless and efficient transfer 
of students between courses, units and modules amongst two instituions. Several students 
and faculty exchange visits have taken place already where a number of faculty members 
and students from Pilani campus have visited and worked with HU’s professors over the last 
few years. Some of the focussed areas so far explored are Robotics, Image Processing, Vision 
systems and Controls etc.

Delegation from Hiroshima University
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Ruby Reunion 1973-78 Batch

80 Alumni of 1973-78 Batch along with their 
spouses celebrated  Ruby Reunion between 16th 
and 18th March 2018 on campus. The enthusiasm, 
energy and concern for the Alma Mater shown 
by the batch were admirable. Latest developments 
on BITS front and Alumni connect were shared 
by Prof A K Sarkar and Prof Arya Kumar with 
the batch.  Batch formed a core team to initiate 
the process of contributing back to the Alma 
Mater both tangibly and intangibly and initiated 
discussions amongst the group for the same.

Golden Jubilee Meet 1963-68 Batch

More than 85 Alumni of 1963-68 batch celebrated 
their Golden Jubilee on campus between 21st 
February and 24th February 2018 and committed 
to Rs 50 Lakhs for building Alumni Guest House 
on campus. Prof Souvik Bhattacharyya addressed 
the batch to share about developments and future 
plans of the institute including a distinct impetus 
that is being given to Alumni connect to involve 
them in the development of the institute.  Veteran 
BITSians of the batch took lot of interest in 
knowing about developments and were keen to get 
engaged with specific endeavours of the institute.

Indore Chapter BITSSA organised a meet on 17th 
March 2018 wherein Prof L K Maheshwari former 
Vice Chancellor was felicitated and more than 30 
BITSians from Indore City participated. Prof H S 
Moondra, former Professor in Civil Engineering 
and Unit Chief Maintenance unit also joined the 
meet.

Diamond Jubilee - BITSAA Delhi Chapter

BITSAA Delhi chapter celebrated Diamond 
Jubilee of formation of Alumni chapter in Delhi 
by magical and thrilling musical performance by 
Bindaas BITSIANs - group who have decided to 
connect only at a musical level. Their focus is on 
regular get-together’s across India where BITSians 
can bond over music and mirth... batch barriers 
are broken and all BITSians are welcome. More 
than 500 BITSians participated in the evening 
meet wherein founding members Mr. S K Kaila, 
Mr. A C Talwani, Mr. B S Sandhu, Mr. O P Puri, 
and Mr. S P Sachar of Birla Engineering College 
Old Students 
Association 
(BECOBA) 
formed in 1957 
were felicitated 
along with major 
contributions 
of Mr. Vinod 
Puri to keep 
strengthening the 
BITSAA Delhi 
Chapter. Arya 
Kumar, Dean 
Alumni Relations 
shared thoughts 
about distinct 
impetus being 
given to strengthen Alumni bonding and connect 
with the Alma Mater.
It may be mentioned that BITSAA Delhi Chapter 
has taken pioneering efforts by way of organizing 
the first BGM in Gurgaon and has been actively 
involved in contributing back to the Alma mater in 
multiple ways. 

Batch Reunions
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BITS Pilani Hyderabad WCB 
Robotics team’s Success in Rice 

Business Plan Competition

Prof. D 
Sriram, 

Department of 
Pharmacy has 
been awarded 
the “Most 
Outstanding 
Researcher” 
award in 
the field of 
Pharmacology, 
Toxicology and 
Pharmaceutics 
by Careers360. 
The selection 
is based on 
a composite 
score 
generated by 
evaluating his 
academic output in 
SCOPUS indexed 
journals for the year 
2015-17, citation 
count and H-index.

The weights for 
output, citation and 
H-index are 33.5%, 
31.6%, and 34.9% 
respectively. This 
has been arrived 
at by averaging of 
differential weights 
assigned by a postal 
ballot from the top 20 
academics of Indian 
origin from Prof. R 

A Mashelkar to Prof. 
Nirmalya Kumar. 

The award carries a 
cash prize of Rs.50,000 
and a citation. Hon’ 
Union Minister of 
HRD, Shri. Prakash 
Javadekar gave away 
the awards on the 20th 
of March 2018 at New 
Delhi.

WCB Robotics 
from the Birla 

Institute of Technology 
and Science, Pilani 
– Hyderabad 
Campus won the 
$5,000 People’s 
Choice Competition 
sponsored by SoFi. 
The winner was 
determined by more 
than 8,000 people who 
voted for their favorite 
team via a Facebook 
survey.

 WCB Robotics, 
Birla Institute of 
Technology and 
Science, Pilani – 
Hyderabad Campus 
– seventh place and 
more than $450,000 
in individual prizes, 
including a $300,000 
prize awarded by the 
GOOSE Society of 
Texas at the banquet. 
WCB robotics is 
developing window 
cleaning robots for 
cleaning the façade of 
high-rise skyscrapers.

The competition 
featured 
internationally 
acclaimed universities 
like MIT, Harvard 

University and UT 
Austin. Competition 
prize money of more 
than 2 billion dollars 
were given out.

 Infinite Cooling 
from MIT won 2018 
Rice Business Plan 
Competition taking 
home nearly $500,000 
in cash and prizes, 
Infinite Cooling bested 
41 other competitors 
hailing from some 
of the world’s 
top universities. 
Infinite Cooling is a 
technology startup 
that uses electric fields 
to recover water from 
the evaporative losses 
of cooling towers so 
that the same water 
can be used repeatedly.

The prizes were 
presented at a banquet 
at the Westin Galleria 
that concluded the 
three-day event, which 
began April 5. At the 
banquet, an additional 
$565,000 in prizes was 
awarded, bringing the 
total amount awarded 
to more than $2 
million.

Most Outstanding Researcher 
Award conferred to Prof. D 

Sriram
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Project Apeiro is 
an experiment 

led by undergraduate 
students from BITS 
Pilani, Goa in 
collaboration with 
TIFR. The project 
aims to determine and 
analyse the cosmic 
radiation incident on 
earth’s surface as a 
function of altitude. 
This study helps 
to understand the 
cosmic radiation flux 
and probe radiation 
exposure for aviation 
and space flights.

Extended exposure 
to cosmic radiation is 
a cause of concern for 
space and commercial 
aviation crews. Hence 
a data driven model 
of cosmic radiation 
patterns is essential 
to determine cosmic 
radiation exposure 
for these crews and 
implement health and 
safety regulations. 
The project aims 
to probe the flux of 
cosmic radiation as a 
function of altitude 
and analyse the 

accumulation of the 
charged particles in 
the lower stratospheric 
regions. This data 
will be acquired 
and correlated with 
the NAIRAS model 
developed for space 
weather by NASA.

 The flight will be 
conducted over the 
central part of the 
subcontinent and will 
be launched from 
the TIFR 
National 
Balloon 
Facility, 
Hyderabad. 
The payload 
will ascend 
till a floating 
altitude of 22 
kms above 
the sea level 
where it will 
study the 
accumulation 
of cosmic 
radiations.

Project Apeiro, India’s first 
student-led near space 
ballooning experiment

Healthcare Startup from BITS 
Pilani Wins IIT Kharagpur 

Business Model Competition

GnomikX, a 
healthcare 

startup created by 
Surbhit Johri, a dual-
degree student in 
Biology and Electrical 
Engineering and a 
fourth-year student 
from BITS Pilani, 
was selected winner 
of the 2018 edition of 
Empersario, which 
is an internationally 
popular business 
model competition 
that is held annually 
by IIT Kharagpur. 
The finale of the 
competition took 
place at Ambuja 
Neotia, Kolkata 
on 4th February 
2018, and saw the 
participation of 
about 15 finalist 
teams. GnomikX, 
on being selected as 

the winners, were 
awarded a prize of 
INR 2 lakhs. Surbhit 
is also a Khorana 
scholar who was 
awarded a summer 
internship at MIT, 
USA. Besides winning 
Empersario and 
attracting significant 
amounts of funding 
from investors, 
GnomikX is also 
amongst the very 
few startups that 
have made it to the 
Nexus incubation 
programme, which 
is an ongoing 
collaboration between 
the U.S. Embassy 
and IC2 Institute of 
Technology, Texas to 
encourage and aid 
promising startups in 
India.
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HULT Prize is the 
world’s biggest 

student’s competition, 
which records a 
massive participation 
of more than 100,000 
students from over 
150 countries. The 
HULT Prize challenge 
this year was to 
harness the power of 
Energy to transform 
the lives of millions 
around the world. 
CIIE at BITS Pilani 
Dubai Campus hosts 
the campus rounds 
for HULT Prize and 
provides the teams 
a platform to work 
on their ideas by 
arranging a workspace 
for their discussions. 
It was managed by the 
HULT Prize Campus 
Co-ordinator; Rhea 
Remesh (3rd year CS). 
Team Metamorph was 
placed first at BPDC 
and represented BITS 

Pilani Dubai Campus 
at the regional finals 
held on 9th -10th 
March 2018 at the 
HULT Business 
School, Dubai. The 
team comprising 
of  Jaskanwar Singh 
(CS), Urvashi Satwani 
(Chemical), Somil 
Mathur (CS) and 
Tushar Agrawal (CS) 
were chosen among 
TOP 6 teams from 
countries like US, 
Canada, UK, India, 
Pakistan, Nepal, 
Lebanon, Turkey, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Beirut 
(among a few)  to 
compete in the finals. 
This feat has not been 
accomplished by any 
BITS Pilani Campuses 
in the history of 10 
year old HULT Prize. 
This is indeed is a 
great achievement for 
BITS Pilani. 

HULT Prize BITS Pilani Students Win Case 
Study Challenge 2018

BITS Pilani 
Students’ team 

“Umang” comprising 
of Paresh Deshmukh, 
Neil Sarkar, Shaily 
Bhatt and Siddhant 
Dwivedi won the Case 
Study Challenge 2018 
in the prestigious 
Indian Road Safety 
Campaign bagging 
a cash prize of Rs. 
25,000 and goodies.

 Indian Road 
Safety Campaign 
in collaboration 
with the Ministry 
of Road Transport 
and Highways, 
Government of India 
and Technex, IIT BHU 
Varanasi organized the 

mega event. The Case 
Study Challenge Finale 
2017-2018, was a 
quintessential platform 
for all specialists that 
offered competitive 
Case Study problems 
related to Pot Holes 
- Apathy towards 
Roads and chance of 
a discussion session 
with Shri Swatantra 
Dev Singh, Transport 
Minister, Ministry 
of Transport and 
Protocol, Government 
of Uttar Pradesh. The 
final round was graced 
by Road and Transport 
Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh and many 
other officials.
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Prof. L. K. Maheshwari 
Foundation Distinguished 

Alumnus Award 2017

Prof. L.K. 
Maheshwari 

Distinguished 
Alumnus Award - 
2017 was conferred on 
Prof. Arun K. Somani, 
Distinguish Professor, 
Dept. of ECE, Iowa 
State University, 
Ames, IA, USA for 
his outstanding 
contribution 
in Electrical & 
Instrumentation 
Engineering in a 
ceremony held on 
1st February 2018 at 
Pilani campus. He 
did his Bachelor’s 
degree in Electrical 
Engineering from 

BITS, Pilani (1973), 
Master’s degree 
in Computer 
Engineering from 
Indian Institute of 
Technology, Delhi 
(1979) and PhD in 
Electrical Engineering 
from McGill 
University (1985).

Prof. Arun K. 
Somani designed a 
multicomputer system 
called Proteus, and 
authored Survivability 
and Traffic Grooming 
in WDM Optical 
Networks (2006), in 
addition to more than 
250 conference papers 
and journal articles.
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BITSAA International is proud to announce 
Ms. Sandhya Prakash has taken over the 
reins from Jayan Ramankutty as the new 
Chairperson of the BITSAA Board of Trustees. 
She has indeed created history by being named 
as the first woman to hold this position.

Sandhya completed her Masters in 
Management Studies (MMS) from BITS 
Pilani in 1991.  She is presently Founder & 
Managing Director Beacon Energy Solutions & 
Technology, an end to end energy management 
and renewable energy firm in Dubai UAE. 
With over two decades of experience, Sandhya 
is a Dubai based business expert, entrepreneur 
and EnviroTech professional. A TEDx speaker, 
singer, artist and energy activation trainer, 
she is a multifaceted personality, and a world-
renowned leader.

Over the years Sandhya Prakash has 
established firm relationships with all the 

campuses of BITS at Pilani, Goa, Hyderabad 
and Dubai. She is also well known in various 
BITSAA alumni chapters spread across the 
world. She is a team player, firmly believing 
that a team needs to be led by example and 
nothing is achieved alone.

The institute has identified Alumni 
Relations as a distinct thrust area for future 
development of the institute and have initiated 
multiple strategic initiatives. We are sure 
collective energies of all along with Sandhya’s 
leadership would go a long way in bonding, 
networking and connecting Alumni with Alma 
Mater to take it to next level of growth.

Let us join in expressing our  thanks to 
Mr. Jayan Ramankutty for lifting BITSAA 
to next level and congratulating Sandhya 
and welcoming her to this new role. We are 
confident that she will lead BITSAA to new 
frontiers of achievement.

New Chairperson of BITSAA International

 “I am honored and humbled to accept 
this important service role to BITS Pilani. A 
role of this magnitude can only be executed 
effectively with the active support of Alumni 
from around the world and a volunteer force 
aligned to causes close to their hearts. 
 Thank you Jayan for reposing faith, the 
BITSAA Board for expressing their confidence 
in me, BITSAA Middle East Chapter for 
standing by, my 87 batch and family who I can 
count on always.
 My endeavor will be to consolidate 
the current and active social impact projects 
under BITSAA. Secondly, given the diverse 
pool of knowledge we have as Alumni, explore 
ways to bring to life quickly, esp. the tech and 
non-tech innovations with a positive impact 
on the planet and it’s beings. Lastly, enable set 
up a sustainable support structure for Alumni 
globally.
 Moving forward, I will be seeking 
inputs from all of you on making this Indian 
institution a driving force of inspiration for many.
 Look forward to working with you !!”
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ALUMNI News

Ranjan K Mohapatra takes over 
as Indian Oil HR Director

Mr. Ranjan Kumar 
Mohapatra as 

Human Resources 
Director on the 
Board of Indian 
Oil Corporation 
on February 17, 
2018. A Mechanical 
Engineering graduate 
from BITS, Pilani, 
Mr. Mohapatra joined 
Indian Oil in 1987 and 
has since worked on 
varied assignments, 
including Terminal 
Operations, Supply 
Chain Management 
& Logistics. As 
Managing Director of 
Indian Oil (Mauritius) 
Ltd., the Company’s 

overseas subsidiary, 
during 2012-2015, 
Mr. Mohapatra led 
a team of young 
professionals, 
registering sizeable 
growth in market 
share and profitability. 
He was also on the 
Board of Mer Rouge 
Oil Storage Terminal, 
a joint venture formed 
by four MNCs to set 
up modern oil storage 
facilities in Mauritius

BITS Pilani alumni’s online bike 
service platform raises $500k, 

to go into overdrive

Gear6.in is a 
Bengaluru-based 

online bike service 
and repair platform. 
After three months of 
operations, the startup 
today announced that 
it had raised a $500 
K seed round from 
Ninestarter Services. 
The funding will 
be mainly utilised 
in marketing, on 
boarding more 
service centres, and 
expanding their 
customer base. Gear6.
in was founded in 
November 2015 by 
four BITS-Pilani 
alumni – Rakesh 
Vaddadi (CEO), 
Harrsha Chaittanya 
(CMO), Kumud 
Kumar (CTO), 
and Srikanth 
Nelakuditi (COO) 
and now consists of 
a 30-member team. 
The startup officially 
began operations in 
January 2016 and 
claims to be averaging 
about 500 transactions 
a month at this stage.

Gear6.in aims to 
simplify end-to-end 

bike maintenance 
and bring the entire 
sector online and 
help consumers save 
effort and make bike 
maintenance more 
economical and 
viable. Covering a 
range of services, 
from regular servicing 
to more complex 
bike breakdowns, 
gear6.in claims to 
be well-equipped to 
handle a plethora of 
problems. The start-
up provides services 
in almost all localities 
in Bengaluru, and 
currently has tie-ups 
with more than 100 
authorised 
and multi-
branded 
service 
centres. 
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The migration 
of youth from 

rural areas to 
cities has become 
quite a problem 
throughout India 
due to the lack of 
proper employment 
to sustain them. 
These young people 
possess education but 
lack the opportunity 
to use it. It is this very 
issue that Bitsian, 
Mr. Dhiraj Dolwani 
had in mind when 
he decided to quit a 
career that spanned 
the IT and BPO 
sectors and started his 
own company, B2R 
(Business 2 Rural) 
in 2009. Within two 
years, B2R set up four 
centres, starting with 
Orakhan, Uttarkhand, 
doing back-end 
work for clients from 
across the world and 
employing close to 
150 people (half of 
them being young 
girls). B2R offers 
Publishing, Legal, and 
Financial Services, 
Data/Content Mining, 
Consolidation and 
Management services 
to clients both Indian 
and International.

Mr. Dolwani 
believes that the 
aim of B2R is to 
deliver business value 
together with social 
value. His efforts 
have indeed brought 
fruit. By 2015, the 

startup had achieved 
operational break even 
and in 2017, it expects 
to make a modest 
profit. Recognition 
and success are 
pouring in for 
Dolwani and B2R. In 
November 2012, B2R 
was chosen in “League 
of 10” by NASSCOM 
EMERGE 50 and 
recognised as among 
the hottest startups 
in India. In February 
2013, B2R were invited 
to participatein Social 
Enterprise Conference 
at Harvard Business 
School.Recently—
having studied 
B2R’s journey from 
a distance—the 
governor of Yucatan 
in South-eastern 
Mexico asked them 
to help set up similar 
centres in their 
province. As a result, 
five locals from B2R’s 
Uttarkhand centres 
have been to Mexico 
to train people, none 
of whom had visited 
even Delhi before this.

Bengaluru based 
BigBasket raised 

a whopping $300 
million dollars in 
a Series E funding 
led by Chinese 
conglomerate Alibaba 
besides other investors 
like Abraaj Capital, 
Sands Capital and 
IFC, the company 
announced on 2 
February, 2018. 
Proceeds from the 
round would go 
towards supply 
chain expansion by 
creating new sourcing 
channels with 
farmers, technology 
upgradation and 
efforts to grow the 
customer base, the 
company’s CEO, Hari 
Menon announced. 
Mr. Hari Menon, 
who is also the 
company’s cofounder 
is an alumnus of 1983 
batch.

BigBasket was 
founded in December 
2011 by a team of five 
–V S Sudhakar, Hari 
Menon, Vipul Parekh, 
V S Ramesh and 

Abhinay Choudhari. 
Servicing over 6 
million registered 
customers, BigBasket 
currently offers about 
20,000 products from 
over 1000 brands 
and has a presence 
in 26 cities across the 
country.As of March 
2017, BigBasket led the 
on-demand grocery 
segment with a 35.2% 
market share, closely 
followed by Grofers 
and Amazon Now 
at 31.5% and 31.2%, 
respectively, according 
to Kalagato, a market 
intelligence provider.
Hari had also served 
as the Country Head 
at ‘Planetasia’ – which 
was one of the first 
Internet services 
businesses in India, 
and had begun his 
career with Wipro as a 
Business Head in the 
Infotech business.

Socially Empowering B2R 
winning accolades worldwide

Hari Menon led BigBasket raises 
massive $300 million from 
Alibaba and other investors
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Srini 
Swaminathan 

who has completed 
10 marathons, 
is committed to 
completing 2,000 
km of cycling in 
order to raise funds 
for children who 
are unable to attend 
a formal school. 
Srini is a former 
BITSian who after 
graduating worked as 
an oilfield engineer 
and later as a service 
quality manager, 
simultaneously helped 
children from low-
income families to 
go to school and by 
making donations 
and volunteering. 
Srini became a full-
time teacher for Teach 
for India Fellowship 
in 2009 in Dharavi 
Mumbai.

Around this 
time, Srini, who 
suffers from asthma, 
started running 
and cycling long 
distances to challenge 
himself to overcome 
the condition and 
also to raise funds 
for his classroom 
resources in Dharavi 
Municipal School. 
Since 2010, he has set 
up many fundraising 
campaigns, raising 
close to Rs 10 lakh 
in total for various 
causes. Thus far, 
he has completed 

26 full marathons 
(42km), one 200-km 
self-supported ultra-
marathon, several 
100/200km cycling 
events and one 4,300-
km cycling event 
from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari over 33 
days in 2016.

Being part of 
the night schools 
and witnessing the 
conditions, Srini 
decided to commit to 
running five full and 
five half-marathons 
and 2,000 km of 
cycling in order 
to raise funds for 
six-night schools. 
Having completed 
all marathons over 
the months of 
January and 
February, Srini 
is all set to 
complete 2,000 
km of cycling 
in the next two 
months.

BITSian cycling for 2000 km to 
raise funds for six-night schools 

in Rajasthan

Being Jigyaasu – Engineers 
making learning joyful for 

children

Rajat Agarwal and 
Prakhar Jain 

under the banner 
of Being Jigyaasu, 
are taking up 
unconventional ways 
of teaching children 
the basics of Science. 
After graduating from 
BITS Pilani, 
Rajat worked 
for an NGO 
Datri based 
in Chennai. 
Later, he started 
teaching 
Chemistry and 
Mathematics 
to IIT JEE 
aspirants where 
he relied on 
rote learning 
and their ability 
to mug up the 
information. 
To address this issue, 
‘Being Jigyaasu’ 
was conceptualised. 
The paid sessions 
conducted in schools 
helped them meet 
the expenses and 
even make a profit. 
It began with the 
mission to make 

science and other 
subjects interesting, 
by creating curiosity 
among students as a 
tool to gain scientific 
knowledge, in Pune. 
The founders have 
created an educational 
platform that 

provides lectures and 
interactive sessions to 
students between the 
age group of 12–16 
years. This interactive 
session continues for 1 
and a half hour where 
students are free to 
ask any question.
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Naspers Ltd 
has made an 

investment of as 
much as 2.5 billion 
rand ($200 million) 
in India’s Swiggy 
to increase its stake 
in the online food-
delivery company. 
Africa’s biggest 
company by market 
value plans to team 
up with China’s 
Tencent Holdings Ltd. 
to put together the 
new financing round.  
Naspers owns 33% of 
Tencent, which drives 
profit growth at the 
Cape Town-based 
technology and media 
company. The talks 
come after Larry Illg, 
the head of Naspers’s 
new investments 
unit, told investors 
at a meeting in New 
York in December 
that order volumes 
at Swiggy have more 
than doubled year-
on-year and that the 
global food delivery 
industry is still at 

an early stage of 
development.

Swiggy’s founders 
are Sriharsha Majety, 
an IIM-C and BITS 
Pilani alumnus 
and Nandan Reddy 
another Bitsian. 
It was founded in 
around 2014, as a 
collaboration between 
Rahul Jaimini, 
Sriharsha Majety 
and Nandan Reddy 
after their previous 
venture, Bundl shut 
down. In 2017, they 
were selected in the  
Forbes 30 under 
30 list in category, 
entrepreneurship for 
changing the face 
of the food-delivery 
business in India.

Swiggy raises $100 million from 
Naspers and others

Mayank Gupta launches Apple 
Cider Vinegar - a “Health Drink”

Prateek Gupta set for an 
expedition to Antarctica

Mayank Gupta, 
2000 passout 

from BITS, Pilani 
campus in Biological 
Sciences and 
Information Systems 
after serving for 17 
years in IT industry 
got inspired to start 
his own venture 
in Beverages/Food 
sector. He did 
Executive MBA 
(EGMP) from IIM, 
Bangalore in 2009. 
He has launched a 
product Apple Cider 
Vinegar - a “Health 

Drink” which gives 
multiple health 
benefits such as weight 
loss, detoxifies the 
body and improves 
digestion, lowers 
cholesterol and 
regulates blood 
pressure, Controls 
diabetes, helps in 
joints pain relief etc. 
Let us wish him a 
grand success in his 
venture.

A Bitsian, Prateek 
Gupta is all set to 

make an expedition 
to the South Pole 
in 2018. A former 
digital strategy 
professional with 
Bharti Airtel, India’s 
largest telco and 
an ex-management 
consultant with 
Bain & Company, 
Prateek studied Civil 
Engineering from 
BITS Pilani. He 
will travel with the 
team, ClimateForce: 
Antarctica 2018, led 
by Sir Robert Swan, 
the first man to walk 

to both the North 
and the South Poles. 
The ClimateForce: 
Antarctica 2018 
expedition will 
equip 80 change 
leaders from different 
parts of the world 
– selected post a 
detailed application 
and interviews – with 
actionable solutions to 
fight climate change 
in their communities, 
leadership skills, 
and sustainability 
education.
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Editor’s Note

Dear All,

 After a tough winter, the advent of spring sends the message of hope and cheer all around 
with ‘Holi’ adding further brightness and colour to it. Someone truly said, “The day the Lord 
created hope was probably the same day He created spring”. It is time to rejuvenate, refresh and 
revitalise our energy to grow and get better. 
 Inspiring success stories of the BITSIANS continue to pour in, giving us the roadmap to 
success, urging us to keep our hope alive and resolution strong that one day we can match theirs 
and do even more because the stronger the resolution, the better the execution. Moreover, these 
stories make us proud to belong to a gem of an institute like BITS Pilani.
 We enthusiastically celebrated the home coming of numerous batches this quarter and 
were again awestruck by their achievements.  Their commitment to their alma mater inspires us 
to work the extra mile to strengthen bonds with or beloved alumni. We urge them for more such 
homecomings and give us visions to excel.

Trust our association will soon take our alma mater to a new height!

Debshankar Ghosh,
Editor,
BITS ECHO
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